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No.147: Language Use and Intellectual [.evel According to Jean Piaget

Jean Piaget argues that human intelligence is determined by the range of actions that a person
can perform in the real world. The degree of actions can be evaluated how sophisticated mental
operations are. Piaget’s assertion is that intellectual levels determine how the person uses

language.

Yet, the opposite is not true in terms of Piaget’s view. This argument is quite intriguing because
almost all of the current developmental assessments are based on the presumption of how a
person uses language determines his or her intellectual level. However, Piaget’s rationale for this

point is still vague to me. Thus, [ need to read his books again. Tuesday, 9/5/2017
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No0.148: The Day Never Comes

Writing is a crucial way to construct robust knowledge networks. In my second year at University
of Groningen, I will particularly engage in intentional writing practice to embody what I learn

everyday.

Since evidence—based education is a new realm for me, [ have an intense motivation to write what
[ learn through the second—year program. Whenever I come across a new topic that stimulates my
interests, I will write down my thoughts. Here, I should avoid writing mere descriptions of the

topic.

The key is writing down what [ think and feel. Only that kind of writing can lead to embodying
new knowledge into my knowledge system. Therefore, all | want to do is write, write, and write.
When do I stop writing? Until writing becomes the reverse word “gnitirw.” Because it never

happens, [ will keep writing forever. Wednesday, 9/6/2017
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No.149: Writing and Development

The thrust of my inquiries never ceases. A spate of my thoughts and feelings emerges

spontaneously and infinitely.

To suppress the explosive creative energy is not desirable. I just write down my thoughts,

feelings, senses, and inquiries to give them a form.

Writing is an action itself. It can unfold and awaken me. Since unwrapping is the etymology of

development, writing is potent practice to develop us. Wednesday, 9/6/2017
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No.150: Research Internship at RUG

[ had a meeting in the morning for my research internship. I have planed to work for the MOOCs

team of University of Groningen.

Last year, I already had two meetings with the director. Now, it is time to elaborate my ideas of

what I want to do through this internship opportunity. Of course, my main focus is to analyze and
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evaluate the contents of MOOCs, but [ want to extend my work. For instance, because I am
curious about how to create contents of a MOOC, it would be a precious opportunity to attend a

meeting in the MOOCs team for the discussion of course contents.

[ wish to hone my research skills and to cultivate my understanding of MOOCs in a

comprehensive way. Wednesday, 9/6/2017
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No.151: A Mysterious Symbol in a Dream

[ have recently had a dream with the same symbol several times. The symbol is that [ suddenly lie

down on the ground wherever [ am and whatever [ am doing at that moment.

[ had that dream last night. I thought that it indicated that I might feel physical and mental fatigue

in the real world. However, that interpretation is not so true because a sense of fulfillment
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overflows from the depth of my psyche everyday. Therefore, the symbol may imply that my
vitality is eager to transform itself to create much rigorous vital energy. The energy would help

me to engage in my creative work. Thursday, 9/7/2017
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No.152: Classical Music for Me

—Music is what feelings sound like—Victor Hugo

Classical music is timeless. It is beyond time by virtue of the universality it attains.
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In parallel with music composition, I learn the history and characteristics of classical music. The

more [ learn classical music, the more [ become captured in the attractiveness of classical music.

Although I can enumerate a number of attraction for classical music, the most salient enticement

is that classical music represents human nature and the universe in a profound way.

It is a door for grasping the deep dimensions of the interior and exterior universe. In addition, I

respect classical music in that it realistically and metaphysically depicts both Agape and Eros.

Thursday, 9/7/2017
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No.153: Analysis on Schubert’s Piano Works

Franz Schubert, whom [ admire from my heart, died quite young. Coincidentally enough, his age

when he passed away is my age when [ determined to devote myself to music composition.

Today, I received his music scores of his 21 piano sonatas. His prolific composition work always

inspires me.

[ will respectfully and carefully analyze the chord progressions and melodies of his piano works.
Since [ am “Schubertian,” I want to compose music based on his composition techniques and

philosophy of music. Thursday, 9/7/2017
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No.154: Succession

Yesterday, [ received three music scores consisted of Franz Schubert’s piano works. These

scores have his unfinished works.

Gazing at them without thinking, I suddenly felt that I succeeded to his will of music
composition. His age when he died is the exact same age when I determined to begin music

composition. It is not a coincidence, but it must have some meaning. Friday, 9/8/2017
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No.155: Our “Cruel” Freedom

We are always “cruelly” emancipated and liberated from anything. However, we are unfortunate

not to feel our cruel freedom because of the nature of this modern society.

The modern society imposes constraints on us that are usually tied with the ideology of
capitalism. The culture and systems in the modern world guilefully avert us from our intrinsic

emancipation and liberation.

Why don’t we discover and relish our cruel freedom? Friday, 9/8/2017
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No.156: Philosophy of Education and Evidence—Based Education

It is crucial to provide education based on scientific evidence. That is why [ am currently

engaging in the field of evidence—based education (EBE).

[ cannot doubt the importance of educational practice on the basis of scientific evidence, but |

have to be more prudent in implementing EBE into the actual educational practice.

We cannot provide education only with scientific evidence. Educational practice inevitably
involves value judgment—normative judgment. In other words, if educational practitioners (e.g.,
teachers, policy makers, etc) lack sagacious value judgment, the quality of education will

dramatically decline.

To enhance the standard of my value judgment on educational practice, [ will continue to explore

philosophy of education. Friday, 9/8/2017
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No.157: Egregious Liars in Our Society

Modern people are egregious liars. They deceive themselves not to live their own life. Instead,

they are living a deceptive and artificial life constructed by the ideology in the modern world.
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The modern education completely collapses in that it deviates its fundamental purpose; that is to

emancipate and liberate us.

How many people discover their inner voices and express them to deeply participate in our
society? I think that one of the most important purposes of education is to enable and encourage

us to do so. Friday, 9/8/2017
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No.158: Dream of Overcoming Tiny Ego

The feelings of a dream that [ had last night still remains within me. I smashed an authority in the

dream. More specifically, I smashed his tiny Ego into pieces.

What I did next was to burn away the pieces of his Ego by the flame of my sense of justice.

Reflecting upon the dream, [ realized that [ broke into pieces not only the authority’s paltry Ego
but also mine. It implies that [ am still walking on a path to overcoming my meagre Ego. Saturday,

9/9/2017
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No.159: Towards My Unigue Style of Music Composition

[t is cold in the morning, and I think [ need to turn on a heater. Yet, it might be too early to turn

it on because it is still September.

Yesterday, | composed a small piece of music—8 measures—whose title was “My Heart to
Schubert on a Rainy Day.” After [ composed this piece, [ thought that I became gradually able to

apply knowledge and skill of composition to my work.

[ could catch a glimpse of the progress of my music composition. I will continue to cultivate the

fundamental knowledge and skill of music composition.

Today’ s practice will be a small but indispensable step to establishing my unique style of music

composition. Saturday, 9/9/2017
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No0.160: Irony in the Modern World

Do we forget that we are inherently emancipated and liberated from anything, don’t we? When

did we forget our intrinsic nature of freedom?

The moment that the word of freedom emerged is ironical. Our language has an innate capability
to draw a borderline between the object that we describe and the others. This inherent nature of
language is beneficial to clarify our views to see the reality, but at time same time, it inevitably

brings about a slight dichotomy between an object and the others.

The moment that we coined the term of freedom indicates that we conceived non—freedom. Since
we set a contraposition against freedom, we have been confined in a jail of non—freedom. It is
ironic that we began being imprisoned in the world saturated with non—freedom when we coined

the term of freedom.

We have to notice such a condition in the modern world in order to restore our authentic nature;

that is liberation. Saturday, 9/9/2017
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No.161: Our Nature and Our Language

Ralph Waldo Emerson mentions that the corruption of humans is followed by the corruption of

language. The premise would be that our language is closely connected with our nature.

As Charles Sanders Peirce asserts, our beings and our language are reciprocally educated. The
depth and sophistication of our language are prerequisite for our development. However, we have

to remember that our development and the development of our language have multi causality.
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Our language develops when our development occurs, whereas our development emerges when
our language develops. Once our language corrupts, it means not only that our development is

stagnant but also that our humanity deteriorates. Saturday, 9/9/2017
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No.162: A Necessary Distance from My Work

[t seems that today is Sunday. | have recently forgotten what day it is today.

My sense of time has often collapsed. My daily life meticulously and systematically proceeds

everyday. Yet, that is not mechanistic but organic.

My daily life is imbued with academic work and music composition; both are indispensable to my
life. However, I thought it would be better for me to take a distance from academic work just

today.

[ imagined that the distance could create ample space so that I can explore my subjects more
deeply after I come back to my work. I will experiment it so as to cultivate my academic work,
although being away from academic work for just one day tortures me very much. Sunday,

9/10/2017
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No.163: A Dream Has a Dream

[ had a dream last night, and I thought that who else had the same dream last night in this world.

We often hear that one person shares the same vision with another person. Does the same

phenomenon happen to our dreams?

[t may be possible to imagine that someone else in this world has the same dream or somebody in

the past had the same dream with ours.

By the way, do we really have a dream? What if our dream has a dream? It sounds preposterous,
but the subject having a dream may not be us but something else---it might be a dream itself.

Sunday, 9/10/2017
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No.164: Pathological Collective Shadow

Again and again, and again and again. I will continue to shout for the modern society.

The collective shadow in our society is tremendously huge and desperately pathological. It is like

a fathomless nightmare.

Why do we give in the shadow? Why don’t we confront and heal it?
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We need to shed light on the shadow, re—own it, and transform it. In order to do so, we definitely

need our voices that arise from the depth of our existence. Sunday, 9/10/2017
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No.165: A Glorious Day

Today will be a glorious day. I imagine so without any rational reasons.
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Logical thoughts do not come first, but somatic senses appear first. That is why I thought that

today would be a sublime day.

[ used the future tense to describe the splendidness of today. Yet, it is not correct. The precise

description is that today is glorious or today is being splendid. Tomorrow will be so. Monday,

9/11/2017
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No.166: Working Memory and Music Composition

[ participated in the first class of “Theory of Learning and Instruction” in the morning. This

course will solidify my knowledge about learning theories.

The main topic of the today’ s class was cognition, especially executive functions. [ could rebuild
my knowledge about the characteristics of executive functions. What I most felt intriguing is that
our working memory is domain specific. The unique nature of working memory is not only holding

information in mind but also manipulating it—short—term memory just holds information.

The more we learn or practice, the more we can acquire complex working memory to deal with
information more efficiently. However, we should notice that building a sophisticated network of
working memory takes time. Once we hasten the process, we will fail to construct a robust
network of knowledge. We need to recall Jean—Jacques Rousseau’ s insightful assertion that

slower is better for our learning.

From my experience of music composition, I can observe that my working memory to compose
music becomes more and more efficient in accordance with the accumulation of my
practice. Although the progress of my music composition is quite slow, it is not unusual but quite

natural in terms of the intrinsic nature of learning.

[ will practice composition tonight, taking into consideration the characteristics of executive

functions. Monday, 9/11/2017

© YOHEI KATO 2018 44



