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No0.696: Optimal Balance

[ guess that I’ m leading my daily life in an optimal balance between my scientific and practical
work. Of course, not only just my “work” but also my “life work” such as writing a diary and
composing music is fulfilled. I’1l keep this optimal balance, though I may have to spend more time

in my professional work in February and March. Groningen, 09:27, Monday, 1/29/2018
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No0.697: A Song for Today and Tomorrow

[ suppose that we are sometimes inclined to sing a song in a spontaneous way. | created a piece of
music based on the continuous self-organization that we always experience in our daily life.

Groningen, 09:53, Monday, 1/29/2018
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No0.698: Application of DSA to Music Education

[ just read a scientific article about resilience, which one of my friends published. This article
stimulated my mind, and I convinced myself again that not only the investigation into the
resilience of musical performers but also the utilization of dynamic systems approaches to
developmental studies in music is crucial. So far, I’ ve never seen any articles of applying dynamic
systems approaches to music education. Although 1’1l search for it again, it will not be found:--
Here is the domain to which [ can contribute from my interest and expertise. Groningen, 16:24,

Monday, 1/29/2018
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No0.699: From Here

[ suppose that everybody often thinks: “I’ll start from here.” Yes, 1’1l also begin from here.

Groningen, 08:08, Tuesday, 1/30/2018
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No.700: Unsatisfying Progress

[ was struggling with composing music based on one of Faure’s works.

[ sometimes feel easy to create music referring to other composers’ works, but sometimes

don’t. I don’t find any key factor for the difference between the two phenomena.

[ always choose a structurally simple work that can be seen so at a first glance, but invisible
complexity may exist. Anyway, [ couldn’t be satisfied with today’ s composition progress. Rather,
it was a little bit frustrating to me; it can sometimes happen in practice. Groningen, 21:54,

Tuesday, 1/30/2018
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L TBESZNNGIT 2T — S THHAE T ?

VB TA R bHBAATT

B Tah 24T ARMcBI: ALV O TR, ZI06H FIZEVAIZIZEILTZEWNNO TN ? |
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> :2018/1/29(H)08:19

No.701: Broken Umbrella

It’ s very windy today. Also, it’ s raining outside. | went to the university building to join an
internship meeting in the morning. This meeting enabled me to specify my roles and tasks as an

intern. After the meeting, when I was going back to my apartment, my umbrella was broken
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because of the severe wind. [ remember that I purchased this umbrella in Boston seven years ago.
[ have to buy a new one soon, but this broken umbrella is my memento. Groningen, 10:55,

Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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RZENLFEGEIZET2EONFICONTEEK DL, SEZORNIA T ZZT OV TN
HLU7-, U UIE Y w3 555708 7 57,

FOEDOFTRAMT, HAEIRL TV, ZAUT M —D LR FEOMTHY , FITEILHAZ WA
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No.702: Poster Presentation

[ finished my poster presentation a couple of hours ago.

[ often make a PPT presentation, but it was my first time to make a poster presentation. This
style of presentation is intriguing in that [ can interact with listeners more easily and more
deeply. In fact, most of the listeners gave me beneficial feedback and interesting questions, which

helped me develop my research further.

My supervisor told me that he preferred a poster presentation in terms of ample opportunities to
interact with listeners. He shared his story with me that he obtained a research position before
because of his poster presentation. A poster presentation would be a great opportunity for
disseminating my research ideas and for getting a job in the academic world. Groningen, 15:19,

Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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A FITHED TWVOETZU,

A BTG, DEHFEFIE O3 —ADHAEIREIZ OV T, FEH XS Thbo7Te A ANDT—
T OUR—=MIKIL TT 4= N\ 73X e T HUEN DD, ZDOT =Ry 73 MO |
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JATHRL TRIEZEATD, —DId SHEOKNLE BMTEREL THTRLIOE B> THDRFEED
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15:09

No.703: Reflection After Poster Presentation

Even after my poster presentation, I was still thinking about my research; or I can say that [ was
still digesting each comment and question by the audience. First, I’ 1l reconsider units of analysis.

My previous idea was to detect a type of variability in each week’s lectures.
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My targeted MOOC has seven weeks lectures, and I can reveal what kind of variability weekly
lectures have. However, it might be possible to capture a variability type in each lecture. Of
course, DFA (detrended fluctuation analysis), which 1’1l utilize in my study, requires me a
sufficient amount of data set. Yet, if | reduce the size of analytical units, it may be possible to

detect a variability type in each lecture.

[ just checked my data sets, and I found that it would be possible to utilize DFA for each lecture,
though the average number of data points is just more than 70, which is relatively small. If [ can

reveal a variability type for each lecture, I can show a fine—grained picture of MOOC contents.

Second, I need to add one more perspective on my research questions. My original intention was
to investigate the effect of the variability of MOOC lectures on the variability of leaners’ online

comments and on the weekly test scores.

[ plan to apply a simple correlation analysis and regression analysis. Here, [ just wanted to
examine the cause—and—effect relationship between lectures and learners’ activities, but there is

another possibility, which was pointed out by one of the listeners to my presentation.

[ can explore not only the relationship between the variability of lectures and that of learners’
online comments, but also the relationship between the variability of learners’ online comments
and weekly test scores. | determined to add a new arrow between these variables. Groningen,

15:39, Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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BRIZTDNP U, RO I EEFF D/ NS OIREF RELIEL Db LR, ZHLT

ZLaBZTHLE HMOEENRHOBE AT N IOz AL, ZOMRERER T 5 L TRA]
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RIS TWDHDRDNE LR, FHFDEDID FZAITENEFHFNIUZZ TND, 7
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No.704: Internship Planning

Since my research internship on MOOCs will begin next week, [ need to make a concrete
schedule to clarify when and what I’1l do. Of course, it is ideal to make it before the internship,
but because I have a final meeting on February 5th before the internship, [ can finalize my

schedule and planning on that day.

My internship supervisor provided me with a room for work. So, I’ 1l work on finalizing my planning
in the room. Probably, since I’ll have extra time on that day, I can start my research project. The

first procedure is to make a list for course relevant concepts of a MOOC that I’ 1l investigate.
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After making this list, I’ 1l begin to arrange data formats to conduct analyses. Perhaps, 1’1l have to
do this data preparation by the second or third week of the internship. Once | complete it, I can

start data analyses. Groningen, 15:50, Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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No.705: Palpable Progress

Since yesterday, I’ ve started to read a book about chord progressions. This is my second
reading. | remember that [ couldn’t fully understand the details in this book. However, my
continuous composition practice and learning with other books unknowingly cultivated my

understanding of chord progressions.

Invisible learning has always been happening within me. Whenever I read a book again, I can
notice my palpable progress of understanding. Today’ s reading and composition practice will be

leading to my future progress. Groningen, 18:29, Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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No.706: Dignified Steps

[’ m often struck by a way of living with dignified steps. Our way of living can be fathomlessly

august. Groningen, 21:54, Wednesday, 1/31/2018
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No.707: Diligent Practice

[ really want to compose music as spontaneously and freely as possible. Like writing English, no,

like writing Japanese, [ wish my music to fully express what I think and feel at every moment.
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Until I can attain that level of music composition, it may take several years from now. Yet,

several years from now are not so far in my life.

If I can acquire composition language and naturally express what I want, it is worthwhile devoting

myself to diligent practice for several years. Groningen, 10:18, Thursday, 2/1/2018
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No.708: Our Conviction

Our conviction toward uncertainty that “if it is so, that is so” almost always partakes of our zest.

Groningen, 10:39, Thursday, 2/1/2018
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No.709: Precursor of a New Season

It has been rainy in Groningen in the last several days. Although it will continue to be sunny from
tomorrow, the temperature seems to be below zero. I sometimes feel breeze in such days as a

precursor of a new season. Groningen, 11:30, Friday, 2/2/2018
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No.710: Business Industry

[ spent much time today to work on a couple of collaborative projects with Japanese
corporations. The collaborative work always invigorates me, which is quite intriguing. It provides
me with not only new perspectives but also precious opportunities for me to reflect upon the
meaning of my work. Also, it inevitably requires me to contemplate the peculiarities of the

business industry (e.g., its worldview, action logic, etc.). Groningen, 21:01, Friday, 2/2/2018
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No.711: Business World and Zoo

The business world is becoming more and more technically sophisticated, whereas it still

maintains an immature worldview. “Is the business world like a technically advanced zoo?” I came
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up with such a question. There are a number of lions with sharp teeth and a bunch of powerful

gorillas in the business world. Groningen, 21:08, Friday, 2/2/2018
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